










 
 

Message from Rabbi Yamin Levy 
LIHA, Rabbi 

 

 Hanuka is in the air. The children are 

making beautiful Hanuka decorations and 

learning about the history and laws of 

Hanuka. 
In the Perasha that will be read tomorrow, 

Yaacov our forefather is faced with a 

crisis. He is about to face his arch enemy 

his brother Esav. The Perasha opens with 

the preparations Yaacov Avinu has to 

make before this frightening encounter. 

The fate of Yaacov Avinu’s entire family 

and legacy will be determined by the 

outcome of his meeting with Esav. To 

make things worse the night before he 

faces his brother Yaacov is confronted by 

the angel of Esav. The entire narrative is 

difficult and yet we learn from our 

patriarch the importance of always facing 

whatever challenges come our way with 

courage and determination. 
This is indeed the story of the Jewish 

people and maybe this is why we are called 

Bet Yaacov and Bet Israel both names 

which emerge from the legacy of Yaacov 

Avinu. 
The story is told of a King who challenged 

his wisest counselors: "Show me a real 

miracle”. They responded by saying “the 

greatest miracle of all is the Jewish 

People”. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It is the courage of the men and women of 

past generations who have persisted with 

commitment and great sacrifice on behalf 

of their heritage in the face of unrelenting 

efforts to persecute them that we are here 

today. 
Courage works miracles on a daily basis, 

and it is found in the most unspectacular 

places -among ordinary people and often in 

places of hardship and suffering. 

Sometimes courage masquerades as hope 

in the dark night of despair and whispers 

assurance for a brighter and better 

tomorrow. At times it appears in a house of 

mourning and counsels the bereaved with 

hope and promise.  
It is courage that gives the new mom the 

strength to hold her crying baby while 

alone at home or in the dark of the night. 

Sometimes courage wears the mask of 

integrity and offers us the strength to resist 

temptation that only lead to short term 

gain. 
It is courage that enables people to carry 

on day after day. It's funny but courage 

never wins public recognition.  
  
Shabbath Shalom! 
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Parashat Vayishlach  

Shabbat Candle Lighting time is at 4:08 p.m. 
Havdalah time is at 5:18 

 p.m. 
 

THE VOICE OF OUR CHILDREN 
A WEEKLY PUBLICATION 

 

http://www.lihagn.org/


 

 

  
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12/18 – Kindergarten 

Chanukah Workshop @ 9:30 

12/23 – School Closed for  

Chanukah 

12/24 – Pre-K Chanukah 

Workshop @ 9:30 

1/1/20 – School Closed for  

New Years Day 
 

@Longislandhebrewacademy 

 

 

 

Ethan Muratov 

Yael Keypour 

Daniella Kafash 

Rebecca Yaghoubian 

Matthew Kandinov 

Lorelle Belhassen 

Zackary Davidov 

Elisha Baravarian 

Avner Iskhakov 

Ethan Siyunov 

Rebecca Samandar 

Andrew Iskhakov 

Gabriella Natanzadeh 

Gabriel Pirouzian 

Noah Levy 



Take a Look at LIHA 
  
   

    Toddler 
 

We had a very busy week preparing for Chanukah and our 
Chanukah play!! We can’t wait to see you!!  Projects, songs 
and invitations were being made for our dear parents.  
This week Shabbat Imma and Abba were Michal and 
Bentsion!! 
Shabbat Shalom  
 
 
 

          Nursery 
 

This week we continued to learn the story of Hanukkah. 
The students painted a menorah using water paint and had 
them count the amount of candles on it 1-8. Luckily we had 
some snow this week and the children were so thrilled 
about it that we even played with snow during station time. 
They had such a fun time playing with it and exploring the 
feeling of snow. We also learned the number 7 and each 
child made their very own collage using 7 different animals 
to glue and they were able to count the amount of animals 
and identify number 7. This week Shabbat Imma is Lielle 
and Shabbat Abba is Nathaniel S. Shabbat Shalom.  

 

Pre K  

 

We are happy to tell you that H is finally our letter of the week. 
We learned so many opposites beginning with H. Hard/soft, 
heavy/light, happy/sad, hot/cold.  
We loved hearing about Yaakov and his travels. Eisav was 
coming closer so Yaakov did three things. He prayed to 
Hashem, he sent gifts and he got ready for war. We loved to 
hear that Yaakov and Eisav hugged each other when they met 
each other after all those years.  
We introduced letters gimmel and dalet.  
We loved going outside and played with the snow. We just 
can’t wait for winter! 
 
 

The following 

parents have 

donated a book 

to the LIHA 

Library in honor 

of their 

children’s 

birthday… 

Mr. & Mrs. 

Marc Dorwitt 

for Noach’s 

birthday 

Mr. & Mrs. 

Ashir Pirouzian 

for Yael’s 

birthday 

Mr. David 

Soleimani & Ms. 

Shula Ograd for 

Jordana’s 
birthday 

 



 
Kindergarten English 

 

This week we read a nonfiction book titled, “Little Panda”. We discussed the question 
"How does a panda grow and change in its first year of life?" Our amazing words 
were weigh, measure, healthy, bamboo, curious and explore. We learned lowercase 
k and v and reviewed b and n. In math, we are worked on addition and problem 
solving. For science, we discussed how plants grow and change.  
Shabbat shalom and have a great weekend. 
 

  Kindergarten Hebrew  
 

Chanukah is around the corner, we are all very 
excited!  We are getting ready for our Chanukah work 
shop and have been busy painting and coloring our 
Chanukah book. We also completed our “color 
project” this week. The letter TET ט was the letter of 
the week and the words were; Tov (good טוב), Tayas 
(pilot טיס) and T- ba-at (ring טבעת).  
We learned the names of Yaakov’s 12 sons in a 
song, for the parashat Vayishlach. This week’s  שבת
 .were Daliah & Jeremy אמא ואבא
 
 

1
st

 Grade English 
 

I’m very proud of the children tackling challenging math concepts this week! They have been 
working very hard on different subtraction strategies. The next chapter will focus on addition 
and subtraction relationships. We read a short story together, “My Cat Sam.” We discussed 
different ways we can take care of a pet and the job of a veterinarian. The children will start 
to write in their reading response books after independent reading. They will write what the 
story is mostly about and their favorite part.  The children are excited to share their book 
character puppets with their classmates! 
 

     1st Grade Hebrew 
 

First grade is so excited for Chanukah! We started 
learning about the Macabim story.  Our class 
decorated 3D aleph bet dreidels and we hung them all 

around the school.  In vocabulary, we learned 12 new 
words for Chanukah! First grade took their very first 
writing test and everyone did amazing, Morah Tamar is 
super proud!  Please sign the parasha sheets.  
Shabbat Shalom 
 
 
 



 
 

2
nd

 Grade English 
 

It was a great week in 2nd grade. The students 
have been working very hard and completing all 
their work. We had our second science test on 
Thursday, all about science tools. We are halfway 
done with our math book as well. Please continue 
practicing your math facts every night (adding and 
subtracting). Don’t forget to read every night!  
Shabbat shalom 
 

2nd Grade Hebrew 

Second grade students enjoyed dancing during תפילה and are doing great learning new 
tefillot. I’m proud to hear how they practice what we learned in class about the Mitzvah of 
respecting our parents. Please continue encouraging them and send many more mitzvah 
notes.  It’s great to see how much they know about Chanukah, Parasha and the new unit of 
root words.  Please sign the parasha sheet and make sure they read the story from Hamikra 
Sheli over the weekend.  Shabbat Shalom 
 

                    3
rd

 Grade English 
 
We had a fantastic week in third grade!  We are 
perfecting our multiplication skills by taking timed 
tests every couple of days.  Each test, we are 
completing more and more and rally memorizing the 
facts. We spoke about point of view and read the 
book, “The Day the Crayons Quit.”  We had to write a 
letter to ourselves from the point of view of our 
crayons. We are still working on our states and 
spelling words. We have learned twenty states and 
are able to place them on a map.  We are learning so 
much in third grade.  
 

3rd Grade Hebrew 

I am proud of your children! They did well on the test about “techiliyot” and “sofiyot”, prefixes 
and suffixes.  We are almost done working on our packets about Chanukah. We will then 
work on the different Berachot, blessings and the different costumes we have to celebrate 
Chanukah.  Please remind your children to start learning the words of the week as soon as 
they get them (on Thursdays) this way they will be prepared even if they have different 
events that they have to attend to over the weekend. Also please do the same as well for 
parashat Hashavuah (portion of the week in the Torah). Thank you.  
Wishing you all Shabbat Shalom  
 



 
 

4th Grade English 

This week the 4th grade went through round 2 of 
an improved prototype of safety 
padding/protection of a fragile object. In this case 
a raw egg. There were mixed results among the 
class. The one constant that stayed the same 
was: they all had a great time! 
 
 
 

         4
th

 Grade Hebrew 

4th grade had an excellent week. Starting this week, there is a spelling test 
every week where the talmidim must translate words and write a paragraph. We 
have also started to learn about and prepare for Chanukah 

Shabbat Shalom 
 
 

    

                      5
th

 Grade English 

As we continue to learn how to add and subtract decimals in 5th grade, our lessons just 
keep getting more difficult! This week, we learned word problems that included both addition 
and subtraction all in one. We also learned about rivers, lakes, and other bodies of water in 
Social Studies. We learned about plays and wrote about what kind of plays we’d write or 
create based on the different genres we enjoy. Last, but certainly not least, we got to 
celebrate Daniella’s birthday in class and ate delicious cupcakes (thanks Mr. and Mrs. 
Kafash!)  

 
 
 

 
5th Grade Hebrew 

This week we learned a lot about Chanukah! The 
class learned all the Chanukah brachot and dinim. 
We also learned Hebrew vocabulary about 
Chanukah.  
 
 
 

 


